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Introduct ion

• A Search Engine is an 
informat ion retr ieval system 
designed to help find 
informat ion stored on a 
computer  network  as on the 
World Wide Web

• Famous Search Engines are 
Yahoo! MSN Search, 
Altavista, Excite, Lycos, 
Baidu for  Chinese web area

• Google changed the 
operat ing way and the 
mentality of the Internet 
use



The Right to Personal Ident ity in 
Internet  and Search Engines

• Google searching resu lts are
replacing CV in job 
recru itment

• Online repu tat ion problems
• Internet  searching helps 

people to make big decisions



What are the ju r idical implicat ion 
of those circumstances?

• Protect ion of the t ru th of informat ion 
and, consequent ly, of the individual 
personal ident ity

• Right to oblivion
• Page rank ing tools used by Google in 

searching operat ions
• Language problems 



Which are the possible solu t ions?

• Access t o In form at i on : 1) access to
search infrastructu re; 2) access to
search index and rank ing list ;

• In form at i on and sel f  det erm inat i on
• Transparency : problems of 

asymmetr ic Informat ion. Policy Model: 
§2 of German Subcode of Conduct for
Search Engine Providers.



“The library of Alexandria w as the 
first time humanity attempted to 

bring the sum total of human 
know ledge together in one place at 

one time. Our latest attempt? 
Google” .

(B. Kahle)



Thank your for your
at tent ion!
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